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The Arab-speaking nations are becoming more and more important in American and world affairs,

but there are few reliable language resources to help bridge the gap between languages and

culture. The Oxford Essential Arabic Dictionary is a brand-new, compact Arabic-English and

English-Arabic dictionary that offers up-to-date coverage of all the essential day-to-day vocabulary

of both languages, with over 16,000 words, phrases, and translations. This compact paperback is

easy to use and authoritative, making it ideal for students, travelers, and anyone else who needs a

portable and reliable resource on English and Arabic. The vocabulary is completely up to date and

includes high-profile words and phrases not found in most of the completing dictionaries of this size

and larger, including such words as broadband, browser, cell phone, DVD recorder, and flight

attendant. Designed with both native English and Arabic speakers in mind, the Dictionarys

supplementary sections offer guidance on Arabic verbs and irregular verbs. The book provides

phonetic transcriptions for each English entry as well as phonetic respelling for irregular Arabic

pronunciations. Arabic entries are also listed according to alphabetical order, not by root, in order to

make word searches more user-friendly. Additional supplements give help with tricky language

areas such as numerals and expressions of time. Compact and affordable, the Oxford Essential

Arabic Dictionary is the ideal companion for anyone needing a reliable and portable Arabic-English

and English-Arabic dictionary for study, work or travel.
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"It is very useful for study, work, or travel."--Islamic Horizons



Pros:- comes from a venerable publisher - no small matter in everything related to the Arabic

language as this guarantees its correctness and modernity.- Arabic words fully pronounced, using

Arabic diacritics- High quality paper and printing, which makes the text very legible- Small size and

light weight, easy to carry around if needed- Contains 16000 words - not bad for such a small

dictionaryCons:- 'Essential' - the name says it all. This makes it a great first dictionary but once you

move on you see its deficiency - many words of general usage in printed Arabic media are missing,

for many words only few out of many meanings are listed.- Price - not a big deal but still - if I can

buy from Oxford huge dictionaries for 30$ this one for 15$ is a bit disproportional. Regarding small

print issue - I attach to the review the picture I took of 2 dictionaries side by side - this dictionary and

Wehr'sArabic-English Dictionary: The Hans Wehr Dictionary of Modern Written ArabicÂ which is the

standard to compare with (Wehr is on the left, this dictionary is on the right) . As you can see Wehr's

font is even a bit smaller, moreover the paper in Wehr is really thin and transparent making it harder

to read than this dictionary. In general most of the Arabic dictionaries have smaller font than we are

used to in Latin-based languages.

I teach Arabic and bring this dictionary in class for my students to use. It is a pocket dictionary, so

do not expect hundreds of thousands of words. It has quite a lot of words, though. Enough for the

most part. I think the font size is fine. Maybe not for first-semester students, but for second-year

students, it's absolutely fine. The paper is high quality (not thin at all). Great small dictionary in my

opinion.

I bought this dictionary because it was one of the few that gave English-Arabic and Arabic-English

translations. It doesn't have every word you would expect, but it has enough to be helpful, at least

for someone taking a beginning Arabic course.

The book is small. It is pocket dictionary

Its very useful

Served the purpose

Great item, but very basic wording, My husband attempted to use this for a test and it was no help



at all. Defiently a beginner dictionary

This dictionary was small and basic - very over-priced. My student and I were disappointed and

returned it.
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